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By John Carmody 

“The Missiles of October,” 
;^\rhich airs tonight at 8 on 
. Channel 7 (WMAL), is the 
story of the 13 days in the 
fall of 1962 when the United 
States first learned of the 
'construction of Soviet mis- 
rfile bases 90 miles off Mor- 
♦Tida. By employing a naval 
vVhlockade instead of harsher 
'methods, the United States 
forced Chairman Nikita 
^Khrushchev and the USSR 
*to back down. 

Ifefi 

r -, It was an historic two 
weeks that restored Presi- 
_ dent Kennedy’s prestige 
■ , throughout a world that ad- 
» mired his nation’s restraint 
^ after the Bay of Pigs fiasco 
and, in retrospect, marked 
^the beginning of the increas- 
.-Ing cooperation that led to 
detente. 1 

But don’t be hilsled W the 
W. respectful, even solemn 
* praise that has been dished 


ofpdtMr’ 


out recently for “The Mis- 
siles of October-’’ 

The three-hoijr dramatiza- 
tion is, about an hour too 
long; it has patches of poor ■ 
casting and dialogue; and it 
never really succeeds in do- 
• ing what a lot of viewers 
will time in for — and over- 
whelming evocation of the 
^spmt and manner of the 
Kennedy Camelot at serious 
work. 

Yet for all , that, this re- 
membrance' of John -and 
Robert Kennedy displaying ■: 
grace under extreme pres- 
sure is good theater and ex- 
cellent history— given some 
undoubtedly debatable char- 
acterizations. . 

•At least two of the partici- - 
pants portrayed in tonight’s 
drama have differing views j 
of its historical accuracy, in- ; 
-cidentally. . , './i: 

Frpmer press secretary 
Pierre Salinger insists it’s 


‘98 per cent correct,” that 
it’s a “great show” and, be- 
sides, he Ukes the way he 
was portrayed by Michael 
Lerner. 

J 

United Nations Ambassa- 
dor John Scali, then an ABC 
reporter who played a crit- 
ical rold in the , resolution, 
told NewOTeek recently that 
the program is only “65 pec 
cent accurate.” ■ : ‘ 

ABC recently ran the film : 
ioc.bpth Seri. Edward Ken- 
nedy and Ethel Kennedy at 
the letter’s Hickory Hill V" 
home;' Neither has ' made 
public comment on their im- 
pressions, however. Most of . 
the other , living participants 
have yet to see “Missiles,” 
according to the network. 

ABC television likes to 
call this $l-mdUion produc- 
tion an exampte^ thi^ ; 
ater bjE' iact’^ .arid the ,iiet. 

See MISSILES, Cll, Col. X: : 


‘The Missies of Ootober : Debatable 


MISSILESyProm Cl 
•^work plans to do similar 
«'pro^ams in the future. 
«^.One of the questions 
^ posed by "this concept, and 
^ certainly by tonight’s pro- 
■- gram, is whether the Holly- 
Svwood- casting 'offices are; 
*^here one goes to summon 
5^np the shades of recently 
I^ead personages such as the 
J^ennedy brothers or 

srs-Khrushchev. 

» ' At a recent screening of 
I^^MissUes” nearly everyone 
■^present remarked on their 
■^difficulty with the first five 
10 minutes of the drama, 
■rw, William Devane, who 

S^plays President Kennedy 
JJ^^th a nice ear for accent, 
* unfortunately looks very 
i imuch like Robert Kennedy. 
*';'''And Martin Sheen, play- 


ing the late Attorney Gen- 
eral, speaks with a voice 
that sounds exactly like a 
track from one of those 
Chipmunk Christmas rec- 
ords of a few years back (he 
also substitues a full slump 
,for RFK’s slight athlete’s 
slouch;. ' 

Howard • da Silva plays 
Khrushchev very broadly in 
the early stages, like a vil- 
lain in a melodrama— al- 
though the old pro recovers 
beautifully and late in the 
drama makes the Soviet 
leader 'totally believable. 

Stanley R. Greenberg, 
who wrote the drama, seems 
to have drawn on the late 
Robert Kennedy’s brief 
■ among other sources. The ti- 
tle of the program is the 
same as that used in British 
printings of a book written 


on the topic in 1966 by Elie 
Abel, now dean of the Co- 
lumbia School Of Journal- 
ism. (It appeared in this 
country as “The Missile Cri- 
,sis,” . published , by 
Uppincott) • 

Abel has advised the net- 
work that he believes a sub- 
;< stantial portion of his book 
was used in jts production 
and has consulted an attor- 
ney regarding possible legal 
action. Greenberg told The 
New Yori Times Monday 
that Abel’s book was only 
one of many sources he had 
consulted. t 

In telling of . this highly 
•^dramatic event in American 


life, Greenberg did not have 
a great deal of real dialogue 
to return to. 

Viewers may notice, as 
the evening progresses- that 
often the principals on Jjoth 
sides of the conflict are re- 
duced . to merely asking 
questions of each other I 
(“Has Kennedy gone mad?”' 
and “What will Khrushev do 
if we pull back to the 800 
mile hmit?”), which may be 
one reason that foreign TV 
networks currently bidding 
for the program plan to cut 
an hour out of the running 
time of two hours and 40 
minutes. 





